
   

 

A How to Guide to Hosting an Evangelistic 
Block Party.   Resources developed and compiled 
by the CrossNet Baptist Network and The North 

American Mission Board.  
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An evangelistic block party is a fun event sponsored by the church(s) to reach the community with the gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  The block party is designed to catch the attention of the residents in a community by appealing to 
their interests, tastes, and curiosity.  The key to a successful evangelistic block party is to …. 
BE INTENTIONAL, & TO BE RELATIONAL!   
 

It is a Mission of Ocoee Outreach to support and help resource the local church in 
impacting their community with the Gospel through an Evangelistic Block Party. 
Ocoee Outreach will be making an investment of time, people and resources to 
come alongside your church in implementing a community-wide block party.   
 

HOW DO YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN? 

 

Prayer - a block party is God-sized task, it provides focus, builds unity and taps into God’s power. 
Placement - people should work according to their giftedness, talents, and interests. 
Preparation - advance preparation and training are essential to an effective block party. Resources for a spir-
itual preparation team and a evangelism/follow-up team are included in the appendices.  Additional re-
sources are available at the CrossNet Baptist Network. 
 

A. PUBLICITY - Develop flyers that are attractive and give all the pertinent information.  A sample block 
party flyer is included.  Your team will want to hand out flyers and invite people that live in the 
neighborhoods around the block party location prior to your block party (preferably a week out and the 
night before).   Street banners and jumbo on-site signs are a big plus.  It would be good for you to develop a 
publicity team to make or  obtain Banners and signs (Ocoee Outreach does not provide signs & 
banners).  Also, advertise at area community centers, businesses, schools, parks, etc... 

 

B. SITE LAYOUT - The block party should be noticeable to the neighborhood.  Use loud and appealing 
music (you will want to check with the police department about obtaining sound permits) and the aroma of 
food should heighten the desire to join the fun.  You will want to be strategic as you position your featured 
activities and stage area for good visibility.  The pre-project wknd. will give you an idea of how you can 
chart things out plus we can assist you with some ideas.  You will want to have an area where your     
registration team r egisters guests and gives free food tickets.  Registration cards can also be used for 
giveaways and for follow-up (sample registration cards, food tickets and commitment cards are attached).                                                                                                                           

 

♦ Things to consider bringing;  garbage bags, ice chests, var iety of dr inks and water , a power  
source (will be available in most cases), long extension cords, a portable sound system, chairs and 
tables, food, grill - if cooking hotdogs, cups/paper products/etc., canopies, door prizes, pens & pencils, 
first aid type station. 

 

C. EVANGELISM - develop an evangelism team to see that personal evangelism is done effectively.  The 
evangelism team should include individuals whose sole responsibility is to conduct a one-on-one approach 
to evangelism at the block party.   They can also serve as an immediate follow-up team to any decisions that 
might be made during or at the conclusion of a testimony or gospel presentation.  What we’ve seen work 
best is when the person leading the prayer/invitation time instructs everyone to pray with him in a 
guided prayer time to trust Christ as their Lord & Savior and indicate they are making a decision for 
Christ by raising there hand (do this during the prayer time).  Your evangelism team members who 
should already be ready to go, need to stand beside anyone with an upraised hand for immediate fol-
low-up - to further explain and pray w/them and to get a decision card filled out.  The key is you go-
ing to them and next expecting them to come to you or to go forward at the Block Party setting.                                                                                                                        
Ocoee Outreach will provide the witnessing bracelet tools and decision cards for your team to use, but feel 
free to bring any witnessing tools of your own.  Even though we provide each team member with a Bible to 
giveaway to someone else during their mission experience with us you might want to bring additional 
Bibles to give out during the block party.  
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D. ACTIVITIES - your options are as limited as your imagination and resourcefulness of your team.  
You will benefit by developing an Activities Team to plan any of the following or more creative 
activities they might come up with.  

   

    iFace Painting   iClowns   iHealth Checks 

    iFree Food    iGames   iSnow Cones, Cotton Candy 

    iFree Clothes/Free Yard Sale iMusic   iHelium Balloons/Balloon Animals 

    iPraise Band/live music  iPuppets              iDoor prizes /Grand Prize 

    iEvangelistic testimonies iGospel Presentation iFree Food  

 

     Door Prizes - Collect door prizes from church members and businesses around your town.  Give  
     enough prizes to add excitement without overdoing it.  Award prizes to block party guests.  The  
     intention is to make a good impression on those who do not regularly attend church.  Types of door  
     prizes could include toys, bikes, books, music cds, craft items, Walmart gift cards, children’s     
     videos, dvd player….use your creativity and imagination.   
 

     Grand Prize - To provide an incentive for the crowd to hear the gospel presentation from the main  
     stage event. 
            1.  Winner must be present. 
            2.  Drawing should be conducted after the gospel presentation. 
 3.  The prize should attract attention and create excitement. 
 4.  The grand prize could be a child’s bike or a portable       
      stereo or gift cards.   
 

     Food Team - you will want to have some of your team     
     members responsible for deciding what food and drinks to  
     provide, along with the set-up,  the preparation, and the  
     distribution of the food and drinks.   
 

     Evangelistic Stage Events - Use a stage area with music,   
     drama, or puppets.  Entertainment should be of good quality    
     with the tastes of the audience in mind.  This does not need   
     to be a long program (you will find that you can easily   
     loose the crowd if you do not keep things moving and inten- 

     tional).  Mix in a personal testimony or two including the   
     plan of salvation.   In most of our block party locations we  
     can share the gospel but are not permitted to have a tradi-  
     tional altar call.  What has worked best in the past is at the   
     decision time for the speaker to lead the prayer time and  
     have those that are making decisions raise their hands.  The  
     evangelistic team should then be prepared to go and stand  
     by those who indicated a decision so that as soon as the   
     prayer is finished they can go into an one-on-one follow up.   
 

E. FOLLOW-UP - A good follow-up plan is essential.  It is very im-
portant to have decision cards filled out on everyone  making a 
decision or requesting prayer.  You will want to enlist/equip a fol-
low-up team team prior to your event who will personally visit 
those who have filled out a decision card within 72 hours of the 
completion of your event.  CrossNet has some additional follow-

up resources.   

Sample Schedule 

6pm. Everyone setting up 

6:40pm. Ready to go w/events hap-

pening at the same time (food, 

games, crafts, actifivities, music, etc…) 

7:45pm. A few small door prizes, Faith 

Story/Gospel Presentation 

8:00pm. Door prizes & Grand prize 

8:15pm. Finish all activities/games 

8:35pm. Everyone clean-up 
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Sample Timeline … pg. 5 

 

Spiritual Preparation/How To Pray Resource … pp. 6-7 

 

Evangelism Training Resource … pp. 8-9 

 

Follow-up … pp. 10-11 
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Block Party Trailer Info and Materials List … pp. 16-17 
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 SAMPLE TIMELINE  

Prayer meeting to present block party proposal to church 6-12 Months 

Enlist block party leaders 6-12 Months 

Research legal and insurance issues 6 Months 

Secure block party site (and permits, if necessary) 6 Months 

Enlist block party lead teams 6 Months 

Secure program participants (speakers, musicians, performers, etc.) 6 Months 

Arrange for equipment, decorations, menu, etc. 3 Months 

Order witnessing, counseling, and follow-up materials 3 Months 

Make hospitality arrangements (lodging, meals, transportation, etc.) for 
outside program participants if necessary 

2 Months 

Print publicity flyers, create registration cards, and make posters 2 Months 

Build stage if necessary 4 Weeks 

Secure prizes and materials (Bibles, registration cards, commitment cards) 4 Weeks 

Witness & Follow-up training session 4 Weeks 

Distribute flyers, hang posters 1 Week 

Reconfirm all arrangements, permits, hospitality, food, volunteers, etc. 1 Week 

Make sure all food and supplies have been purchased 2-5 Days 

Set-up as much as possible 1 Day 

Conduct training re-cap Event Day 

Clean up Event Day 

Visit and follow-up with all new converts Within 48 Hours of Event 
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Operation Follow-Up:  Preserving the Fruit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The process of follow-up should be in place be-
fore your event ever takes place.  Your follow –up 
team should be the very first one that is recruited, 
so that the congregation understands the im-
portance of this team.  The real discipleship takes 
place in the follow-up. 
 

Have letters pre-written and ready to be per-
sonalized and mailed.  The day after  the event, 
all cards should be processed and prioritized.  The 
letter should include contact information for peo-
ple to submit prayer requests and questions.  Since 
the block party should be part of your overall 
strategy, your follow-up letter should include in-
formation about the next event. (A sample follow-

up letter can be found on pg. 9.) 
 

New believers 
should be given top 
follow-up priority.  
Within 48 hours of 
the block party, eve-
ry person who 
prayed to receive 
Christ should receive 
a personal vist, pref-
erably from the per-
son who prayed with 
them.  That person 
should make sure 
they understand their 
decision and have a 
Bible and new be-
liever guide.  (They 
should have received 
these at the block 

party, but in case they didn’t, the follow-up person 
should be prepared to provide those resources.) 
 

Other contacts should be followed up with person-
al visits within one to two weeks after the event.  
The person doing the follow-up may wish to take 
some small gift (bag of popcorn, cookies, etc…) 
for the family. The visit may also provide another 
opportunity to share the gospel.. 
 

 

 

You will need to provide training for your follow-

up team/decision counselors.  If your church al-
ready has a FAITH Team or Sunday morning 
counselors in place, they would be perfect fit for 
this responsibility.  
 

Recognize and show your appreciation to spon-
sors. Send a small gift as a token of your apprecia-
tion. 
 

A simple, yet detailed witnessing plan to include 
as part of your overall evangelism/discipleship 
strategy can be found on pages 7 & 8.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other resources: 
 

CrossNet Baptist Network office has a more 
indepth counseling/follow-up packet available by 
calling 423-476-5493. 
 

NAMB Resources: 
 

• Personal Commitment Guide - A counseling 
booklet. (NAMB) 

• Beginning Steps for New Believers - A study 
guide for new believers. (NAMB) 

• World’s Greatest Adventure - Beginning steps 
for children. (NAMB) 

• Findithere.com - an online website to find 
spiritual answers and other resources. 
(NAMB) 

 

To order NAMB resources go to 
www.nambstore.com or call 1-800-407-NAMB 

 

 

 

But solid food is for the mature, who by con-

stant use have trained themselves to distin-

guish good from evil.        Hebrews 5:14, NIV 

The pastor of one small 

African-American church 

had been working hard to 

rebuild the church. He was 

hesitant, but eventually 

decided to try an Evange-

listic Block Party. 

 

As a result, at least eight 

people were saved at that 

block party.  The pastor 

reflected, “All it took was 

about ten dollars worth of 

hot dogs to see people 

saved.” 

Follow-up Checklist 

 Begin preparing for follow-up before the 
event ever takes place 

 Within 48 hours, every person who 
prayed to receive Christ should receive a 
personal visit. 
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SAMPLE FOLLOW-UP LETTER 

 

 

 

Dear     , 
 

 

Thank you for attending our block party on Tuesday.  We hope you enjoyed the games, food 

and presentation. 

 

We wanted to let you know about another upcoming event we thought you might be interested 

in.  {Insert information about next ministry event as part of the overall evangelism strategy}  

We hope you can enjoy us for this event. 

 

If you have questions about the presentation you listened to at the block party, about our 

church, or about God, please feel free to contact us at {insert contact information”}.  Also, 

please feel free to call or e-mail us your prayer request so that our prayer team can be praying 

for you. 

 

If you have any questions about a relationship with Christ and it is after business hours, you 

may call 1-888-JESUS20  24 hours a day, 7 days a week, or go to the following website; 

findithere.com   
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Budget Preparation 
 

You must be creative and thoughtful on the issue of funding evangelistic events.  
Funding options could include: 
 

♦ Church budget—The most traditional route, and one that should be part of the 
package in some form.  Intentionally evangelistic churches will include events in 
their budget. 

♦ Individual/corporate sponsorship—You may have a business person in your 
church who is financially blessed and would help sponsor an event.  When plan-
ning events, pray about who in the body may have a heart for such an event and 
may step up to help pay for it.  Approach them directly. 

♦ Partnerships—With the other churches, the association and or evangelistic minis-
tries. It’s kingdom work—don’t necessarily go it alone. 

♦ The event itself—Remember some events such as a block party for the communi-
ty need to be free but other events such as a sports clinic, camps, sportman’s day 
and so on, can completely or partially pay for themselves. 

 

 

Here is a suggested budget worksheet for you to use in developing a budget for an 
event. 
 

 

Preparation Worksheet 
 

Honorariums for special guest or guests (if applicable)  $    

 

Have each team develop a budget: 
 

 Spiritual Preparation Team     $    

 

 Counseling/Follow-Up Team    $    

 

 Creative Arts/Worship Team    $    

 

 Promotion Team      $    

 

 Food Team       $    

 

 Logistics Team (door prizes, permits, BP trailer) $    

 

Income        $    

 

TOTAL EVENT BUDGET      $    
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FREE  

BLOCK  

PARTY 

At The Family 

Resource Center 
(Old Blythe School)  
1075 Blythe Ave.  

Tues.,  

July 28 

At 7pm. 

Great  For 

The Whole 

Family 

Invite your friends and come join us for a great time! 

SAMPLE BLOCK PARTY FLYER 



 15 

 

    Door Prize Registration 

 

Name_________________________ Phone ______________E-mail__________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________________________Zip Code______________ 

 

What age group are you in?     5-12       13-17       18-30       31-45       46-60         61-80         80+ 

 

When you attend a church, where do you go? ____________________________________________ 

 

How often do you attend? (circle one)      weekly       monthly       1-6 a year       seldom       never 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Block Party Resources Sample  
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Ocoee Outreach 

Evangelistic Block Party Trailer 
Materials List  

 6x12x6.5  Trailer       
 

  1) Portable Generator                                                                                                        
 

 50'  Heavy Duty Extension Cords (14/3) 
 

 100’ Electric Cords (12/3                                 
 

 1 Large Bouncehouse                                                                                                  
 

 1 Large Bouncehouse/Slide Combo 
 

 Small Bounce/Slide Combo                                                                                               
 

 Large Grill 
 

 4) Canopies 
 

 Sound system with CD and tape player (available by request) 
 

 2) Microphones with stands 
 

 Sno-Cone machine 
 

 Pop Corn Machine 
 

 5) Children Carnival Games                     
 

  6) 6’Plastic tables                                                                                                               
 

 15 Folding Chairs 
 

  2) 5 gallon Drink Coolers                                                                                                    
 

 2) Large Ice Chests 
 

 Welcome Banners 
 

 Dolly & Straps for large inflatables 
 

 First Aid Kit                                                                                                                
 

 Trailer door Lock 
 

 Trailer tongue Lock                                                                                                          
 

 Fire Extinguisher 
 

 Bungee Cords  
 

 Supply Bins                                                                                            
 

How much does it cost?  

There is a $75 reservation fee.  This fee covers the cost of supplies and wear and tear.  It will 
come stocked with pop corn & snow cone supplies (no other food or drink mix is included).  
Evangelism materials are also included.   

Set-up and Clean-up 

You will need a crew of approx. 6 responsible for setting up all the equipment, cleaning it at 
the end of the block party and setting everything back in place properly inside the trailer. 

CLINGAN RIDGE BAPTIST, CLEVELAND, TN. BLOCK PARTY TRAILER 

A 2nd Block Party Trailer is available if we have more than 1 Block Party at the same time.  
Your church might be assigned the Clingan Ridge Baptist Block Party trailer.  The fee would 
be the same and the trailer would be fully stocked. 
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Carnival Games inside the BP Trailer 

 

 

 

 

2” inch ball on BP trailer 
0440 = combination code to locks 
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STATION # OF PEOPLE 
NEEDED 

PEOPLE ASSIGNED Extra Equipment 
Needed 

Overall Coordinator 
 

  

Set-up Everyone  Everyone  

Clean-up Everyone Everyone *Trash bags 

Sound System 2  Table/Power hook-up 

Grill *Hotdogs 2  Grill & *Charcoal 

Serve Food 4  
Table, Canopy, *Condiments 

Serve *Drinks 4  
Table, Canopy, *Condiments 

Sno-cone Machine 1 2  Table, Canopy, electric 

Popcorn Machine 1 2  Table, Canopy, electric 

1 Med. size Inflatable 2  power 

Large Bouncehouse  
Inflatable 

2  power 

Electric/Power Hook-up & Cords 2   

Ringtoss/Lollipop Carnival 
Game 

2  *suckers 

Baseball Toss Carnival Game 2  *candy for prizes 

Frisbee Toss Carnival Game 2  *candy for prizes 

Bag Toss Carnival Game 2  *candy for prizes 

Tic Tac Toe Carnival Game 2  *candy for prizes 

*Face Painting   Table, chairs, canopy 

*Balloon Animals   Table, chairs, canopy 

*Craft Station   Table, chairs 

Bibles & Tracts 3  Table, chairs, canopy 

*Door Prizes    

Registration Team 1 3  Table & chairs 

Registration Team 2 3  Table & chairs 

Gospel Presentation 1 
  

Evangelism/Counseling Team 10 or more  Tracts, Witnessing Bracelets, 
Commitment Cards, Pencils 

Interacting/Building  
Relationships  

Everyone Everyone  

Announcer/MC 1   

other...    

other..    

SAMPLE BLOCK PARTY ASSIGNMENTS 

PLEASE NOTE  * = Not included in the block party trailer  
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Block Party Evaluation & Reporting 

 

1. Name of Church and Date & location of block party? 

 

 

2. How would you rate your evangelistic block party experience? (check best one(s) that applies) 
 

 Stretched (out of my comfort zone)    Spiritually moving 

 Tired (physically, mentally or spiritually)  Challenging  
 Frustrating       Rewarding 

 Easy Breezy       Just what I expected  
 Ups & downs       Fluid (had to adapt often)  
 Great relationship builder w/our neighbors  other _______________________ 

 

Please share comments (why you indicated how you felt above):    

             

           

 

3. What did you like most about the block party? 

 

 

4. What did you like least about the block party? 

 

 

5.  How many people attended and how many of those were non-church members? 

 

6.  What method of promotion seemed to generate the best response? 

 

7.  Was the entire church engaged in praying for the event and were the lost prayed for?  
 

8.  Was the Gospel communicated clearly and if so, how was the Gospel shared? 

 

 

9.  Did you have any decisions for Christ that were made and if so how what kinds of decisions were 
made and how many? 

 

 

10. Was every new believer followed up with in a personal visit within one week of the event? 

 

 

11. What lessons were learned and what did God teach you through this experience? 

 

 

 

12. How well did Ocoee Outreach assist you in preparing for and implementing the block party? 

 

 

13. What suggestions do you have for Ocoee Outreach/CrossNet Baptist Network to help improve 
preparation,training and support for the Block Party? 

 

 

 

Name:      


